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EIT EICELES 


A ſhort diſcourſe of the power of Par. 


liaments written 1n a letter from the 
Army to his noble friend in Londcog, by 
2 well-willer to Parliaments. 


Tis not with me, (noble Sir) as with many in thele time 
I who onely ſtudy to make a wicked thing ſeem gocd,by clox- 

ching it 10 4 gatb of the neiveſt faſhion, and ftrive to cover 1 
falſe heart with an eloquent (though fatter ng } rongue ; but all! 
{hall endeavour in this diſcourſ-, is to ſer forci truth infincerity 
even in its naturall colours, and not cloath it with a pairted eo- 
quence ; onely thar it may got be known. To come to purpoſe, 
mult intreac your patience, while I preſent to your view a rough 
drawn Map, diſcovering the juriidiction of the high Court of 


Parhament, 


But fir{t I ſhall doe my endeavent to {atisfie them that [04 
hold the Houſe of Lords to b« only incercfſed ; ſo that the Houk 
of Commons may be thought to make an in-rode upon their pri 
viledgcs: Ler thoſe know, that anima ef tota in toto & tota in quaii! 
bet parte : and judicature is th: foule of rhis great compatted bo-| 
dy : the times were when both Houſes ſite in one place, and had 
one Speaker : And fince the power of judicature mult be founded 
upon a preparatory impeachment,and that muſt be framed by th 
Commons Houſe, we may juſtifiethem nor guilty of extrajudici 
procecdings. 

The Lords are under his Majcby the chicfe, bur the Comme 
mult be admicted for members; and the help of thoſe doth mit 
advantage the preſcrvation of the whole compound. Havirg th 
cleared this objetion, and ſhewn that the Commons Houle bi! 
a powcr of judicaturelet us proceed to ſee how far it will exten» 
For the better effeing of it, I thinke it firſt neceſſary to pg 
deſcription or definition of them, which in briefe is this, q 
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The Houſe of Cointnons 1s neither more nor lefle then the Re- 
eſentative body cf chz p-ople cleRAcd and ſent up by the ſeveral 
Shires and Burroughs reſpectively, Cand joyn:d with the other 
wo eſtates.) are of capacity to wake, al;er,and abrogate lawes as 
occafion ſhall require, t» neace and relieve the grievances of the 
ople, and to reform what is amifle in the Common wealth 
In this deſcription you may plainly ſee two bodies of the peo- 
ple, the Repreſentative and Repreſented, which together make 
up the body of the Common-wealth : Of the latter, every free- 
born Engliſhman is a member. Now for ny man to 1magine, 
that the ſhadow is more worthy then the ſubſtance ; the Repre- 
ſentative chen che Repreſented; or the Houſe of Co:mmons to be 
more valuable or contide rabl, then the body fur whom they {crve, 
js all one as if chey 11:ouid athrm,that an Agent or Embaſlidour 
from a Prince, hath the ſave or more authority then the Prince 
hinſelfe, which-I preſume no rationall man will aLow. I aflure 
you, that in this I g0+ nor about to raiſe diviſion between the 
people and their Agents : for they ſhould be linked togcther by 
common intereſt,and mncuall reſpe&t of common preſcrvation ; 
yet thus much I cannot torbeare to intimate, that the one is but 
a ſervant of the other : the Commons Houſe to the people, as be- 
jag eleed by them to provide for their well-tare and freedcmes 
2gainſt all in. bred tyranny,or forraigne invaſion ; which by rea» 
fon of their nutub.r they cannot doe conveniently in their owne 
perſuns, without h2zard both of cenfuſion & dcfolition. Theeves 
and inurderers taken in fagrante delifo in the very act of a hey- 
Nous CT1NE, are AoT more hardly dealt withall ; for the caule 1s 
declared before they are committed. 
Object. Some may ſay, How {hall we rend our ſelves fince we 


have given our ſelves, lives'and liberties, properties and all into 


the Parliaments power ? 

Anſw. It is anſwered , that this free and abandoned courſe of 
ours, whereby they are intruſted with all that is deare unto us, 
ought rather to oblige them toa tender and conſcientious care of 
the diſpenſation of that power : For the Sov. raigne and Legiſla- 
tive power (now uſed) 1s not lent them for the ruine and deſtru- 
Qion of our lawes and hiberties,bur for edification and ſtrengthe= 
ning of the ſame in particular ; and the abuſe and over-fowing 
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(4) | 
of this power 1s oJjous to God and man,as degenerating,and Vi. 
per-like tearing out the bowels of chem, who gave them power, 
on-ly tO 4ttain co ſome ambitious ends. | 

Objeft.Nes but fome will ſay, the Pariiament have a poyer a« 
bove the Law ad fo canno: exceed or over-tow, 

Aviw. I anſwer , they hive no fower but whit they derive 
from cthers : Now no 1n4a1 can give that to other which him- 
ſelfc hith not : for it is 21 old and molt certzin Maxime, Tat 
quicquid oFicit tale, eſt mags tale, Now the King from whom they 
doe and ought to derive aii the power they nave, if it be aboye 
the Law, ſarcly his is much more above the Law, though he ace 
k..owlcdgcs the conmery even now. For it 1S a fire Axtume, this 
Diznitas materiati deſunitur ex 4/pfitate materie. Belides, di cyer 
any man fec in this {or indeed n: any other) Kingdome, a Parliz« 
ment called wichcu: the Kings Writ and peculiar command, by 
the pzople or Ki::24ome they ſo much talk of 2 And being ſum- 
moaed by his Writ, they come to conſult and give him counſcll, 
not to controll or command hin. Nay, their power 1s ſofarre 
from being above Liw, that they have not power to rake ala 
without the Kings conſent. Nay further yet, without the Kings 
additional power tney are like fo many cipaers without a figure, 
which hiv. no value, are of ro force. 

In the tenth yeare of Rich. the 2. a Parliament was called to 
fic at VeſtminFer, which give the King ſome diſcontent, inſo- 
much that he went away tro:m them, but he had not becn long 
abſent, when the Lords and Commons ſ{:nc Commillioners to 
himgto dcfire him to return, For(faid chey it your Majeſty ſhould 
abſent your ſelfe 40, dayes, we ſhould te forced ab{que domigert 
Ye(i5,00 rEtuIn to our OWN homes, Hil! quantum mutatus ab ill 

It is an exccllont Maxime,and worth tervacion in theſe Jaws 
leſle times, metins (Wb iniquilima legeyguam ſu equiiime arbitrio vis 
vere, It is better to live under a rigorous and unjuſt law, thenan 
arbitrary governmentzthough jult 3 the reaſon is, becauſe by the 
firlt he 1s at a certainey, and Knowes What to truſt to 4 the later 
leaves him uncertain in or to all things, bu onely danger, 

The Engliſh Nat/on is ſenſible of nothing more then th: breach 
of their libertics, the violence offered to the fieedome of their 
perſons, and unjuſt and illegall impoſitions upon their eſtates, 
witnelle Magna Cherta 30-tiities Coltitmned by the Princes a = 
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' Tand. Let no man dream then that the Prince may trench bold- 


ly th-reon without check : for ſuch conceit doth but aggravate 


the offence. For whatſoever devoureth his own kind, we juſtly 


account unnatural ; and heart-burning 1s eafily kindled, when our 


own fellows begia to dominiere over us .# irmiſſimum Inperinm, 


qt obdientes gauaent; that government undcr which the people 
rcjoyce,and live chezrfuily,is moſt ſafe and durable. 
Ic1s a {4d cafe that a member of the body reprefenced,a freeborn 
ſ\bje& of if-& converſation without jult exception,ſhonld con- 
trary £0 thc teNOr of HAagra C harta, Contrary os) The Perition of 
Right, yea and Scripture 1t ſcite , thoult be 1wpriſo..cd without 
hewing cauſe (3 Many have been) by a Parlament profefling 
reformation, profcilhing aet-nce of lawes and libertics,and wath- 
out a0y urgent or apparent necefſity of S.ate enforcing it, it is 3 
riddle £O me beyoad any ung this inonltrous and degenerate age 
hach brought forth. Thoſe Rulers and Rules of juſtice at firſt or- 
dained for our co:vfort, prefervation and lib. rty , are now per- 
verſly wreſted to callive, raine and deltroy. Surely, when afcer A 
g-s {hall ponder and diſcuſlc this proceeding in cold and fober 
bl>0d,in a deliberate and rationall con{ideration, thcy will be a- 
ſh unei to own the actors for their Parents or predecclors; nay, 
it1$to be feared, that the ſtones our of the now modeſt wails, will 
riſe in judgment one day againſt the abuſers of che trult commit- 
ted to taem, much diſhoroar will ariſe to the Parliainent in the 
breach of the known law AL47na Charta, which they {ay is but 
{uſp:2n4ed not abrog ited, that they provide for g-nerations, arid 
have not time to attend particular grievances, This may \2tistie 
men of a ſhallow capacity, and ſmull under{ta.iing , or ſich as 
ſuck profit under their commands, None bug the mad would 
yeeld obedicnce to them thar arg repardicfle of their liawes and 
libergies,or n{gligent of thy means of che ir ſublitt ng, live] \ hood 
and @aferygthe main ods For which ehey Were Conviticd,1,d nor 
kW Provii - ()iticcs For thumnlylvyus, Omme S11per im ' envfos W 0 
Alenſn parentivpom (wnddt ir gall Li wht BimPINCON SOV EAN COVE Is 
Mand bath ts baſls ot loandiate 111 BLIC COfUL UPPY hte t  & 
pood liking of the pevple Is any Fo abſurd to exp. & pod hs 
log from thoſe Whoudally {ce theimlelves ablilud 14 their ju 110718, 
lidertics ot eltatc8,14y alinolt ruined 11 all , lopulile oF elle 
ot tetnedy, when 113 pe:ition trotn few ta nds of funy Wi t. 
iKepted, Without great frieuds in the Houicy fo that there ww ics 
Luc 
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but a good occaſion to be tendred for the delivery of them from 
that condition under which they mourn and figh.For men touchr 
ro the quick in their liberties and means of living,do naturally in. 
cline to ſhake off all -onds of obedience, and to caſt the blame 
of their {uffcrings upon the authors,as falſe to their traſt, judging 
thera uncapable ot the great weight of authority committed to 
then; and being (turg with a lively ferſe of their loſt freedoms 
and mears of ſubtilting, will by ſome ſudden atterm pr, endevour 
the repairing thercof, the mt ii] tFar can happen cannot rcduce 
them to a work: co:1dition then they ar- In. 

I caagor but be very {nfivle that I have incurred the miſ-for- 
tun: to fall und. © the miſapprehenſtor's of atvers, who cut of 
the prewi'es will conclude 1 goe about to altenate all men 
from the Parliament buc knowing my owne integrity that! 
am altogether cleane trum tic guiit of fuca a thought, paſle by 
them as not worth the taking notice of, mnch leſle the ant wering 
and cnely make rhe Apoliugy for my lelfe, as one lately did, I 
w:ll as neare 3s Ican remember, ave it it his own words, 

I mut contefſs tis no way pleaſing to mee to diſpute the power either 
of a King, or of a Parii.iment, but had T fortunes of mine owne; | 
ſarre # thoſe would reach, Twould not wrge propricty ayain't my $1 
Veraignes communis, and no man oug.vt to complaine of my grievance 
but my (ulfe ; and if I were content to lefſe that which the Subjects i 
bert) cals menm, I hej'e it is no prejudice to that it cals trum, Þyt 
when I luok ox the yenerall cauſe (4s at this time) it 5s utherwileethers 
fore T bold every man bow: to lay particuiar caſes aſtile, and ſacrifice 
his teſt indeveurs, tor a timely compo/ure of theſe generall and ynjea* 
ſonable di®raiiions, and the beÞ way I could think on, # this uizuNeis 
ther for private ends on the one fide, to flatter the King, by giving him 
more power then the Law hath ſetled in him, nor for by-refþecis on the 
other ſide, to abate the Kings due, and prve it to the Parliament ; but 
wit) Allegiance to the one, and ſubmijſion to the other (as neer #1 
can) give wits both their rights. 

Havin: t:ercfore ſpuken thus much, 1 cannot but ſay ſome- 
thing of the Kings power, alchongh,:s I ſaid before, it is no plea- 
ſing $u>\eX, Sce wiat King Fames ſaith : Kings are not one) 
Gods Licutcnants up0: earth, and fit upon Gods Throne, but by God 
b;mſe!fe they are calle: Gods, If Kings be Gods Lieutcnants, they 
kave their power of God, and they that reſiſt the power -w 
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din;nce of God, receive to themſc; ves d:mnation Rom.13, Bu: 

ou may ſee this b-itcr,cexplain-d by King Fames. Kings are jut- 
ly called Gods 3 for that they 2x-:rcije a manner or rejemolance of Di- 
vine power upon earth, if you will conficer the attri-tes of G%, you 
ſhall ſee how they agree in the perſon of a King, God bat!) power to de- 
ſtroy or Create, MaRe or unake at Dt pleajure, to (10e fe or ſend 
death, to judge alhand to be judged or accountavle to none, to raiſe low 
things,and to make bigh things low at pleaure,and 1(God arr both [oule 
and body due: The like power have Kings, they make and wake theis 
Subjefs,they bave power of raiſing and cating down.of life and death, 

wdges over all the Subjects, and in all cauies, yet accountable to none 
but God only. They have power to exalt low things, and abajz2 the high, 
and make of their Subjecis like men at the CizTe,a Pav® to rake a Bae. 
ſhip or a Knight, and to Cry up or down any of their Subiccts us tie; dag 
their money, and to ti) King 3s due both the actions 05 the Sontegand 
the ſervice of the body of their Sybjecis ; 
But now in theſe our times, we mult d'finga fh beter the 
ate of 115 in thel: firlt origi, al, and be: ween the (tare of ſets 
led Kings and Monarchs thi: oven in civil Kiigdumes, Li the 
fizit origivall of Kings ſome lad het beginniny; by C or quel}, & 
ſome b, ee tion of the peopl- + yet i) ſon a8 King 'om 8he- 
pan to be {tld 1, eivility & policy, ren did they (ct don their 
m.ndes by Laws.{ which irc properly 1:ads by the Kin ton ly) 
butat the 1equeſt of th: peopl', (1s ! 111g 637 0t beityg Hratned 
the;eunto (tor of old Le Koz ir aviiera Was Latlicien: wo dalh all 
the.ndevours of th: Commons.) 

To conc.ule this poin: with King Jones tis own wo. ds, 
touching the po.ver of Kings ; 7t i an oxi in Divi ity, that to 
Wfute What God may do a blabl-my,but q id viit Deus i'r vnmnes 


may lawiaily and doe frequently diſpute avd dia? tor to diffnte a 
p.fe id efle i both Logiche and divinity, i: #t «5 ſeditien 62 Suve 
jecrs to diſpute What a King may doe in the bright of bis powers Fit 
jt Kings will ever be willing to declare what they will dogan! to make 
and execute good Laws. 

Give me leave to proceet a little farcher to plough with his Heiterſourd on 
the expreſſion. )Wee have more good I. awes thi! arc wol! rxecut?! (porn off s 
if Parliaments, who are ordained for raking of Laws, and thirefors ls 0 nts 
110ug'2t tos to b> abus1, in ho/ding th:m for a;.y me is *.irtic 4/ars. f5. 35 2. 675 
6702 112 hmnonrableſt and highe;t fulzomnt tithe fand ( ob p bt Kits 
hea Cour:) if is be well uſed, which 5s |.y mak g of gc0t Lax251:1t ; SO 2 
#uſteft judgemont-Scate rhas may be, being abuſed ro mis wirticuucrs, 171017 2h 0 
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Mo Par rame'ts 11g 14.40 be ho/den {7 or receſs ity of 1ew Laws, which w nld le big 
ſo 1m : ty (ew | ve ' 4144 wel PIE 34 EXCCULLON AVG beſt 104 wei ruled CUMmote 
Wen, 6 

Thins hive 1 indeavoured to the uemolt evecnr of My poore 
piver to give you (utiStaction in your demands, Which 1 have 
done iti as woderate a manner us 1 could polſibiy dcviſe, infyo 
much that 1 hope 1 (hall diſpleaie none ( If It h: yu the illuck to 
be feene in PUbligue, ) 1 world now certilie you of fume reve 
(bit not reiterated of frivolous J) only the intricate cloſeneſein 
the managemeiit of attains hinders meg tor I ati) altogether amgs 
zed and vtoniil.edgas not knowing how to underſtatid any thing 
tor it mult be another Oedipus that will unfold this Splynx; but 
| pray God to divert ts jidgoments that hang over our heads, 


blood, Goa in ercy looke vpon this Poore diſtracted Land and 

ſeada happy and tpcedy pniongthat all diflcrences may ceaſe,and 

watre may no nore ber heard in our Gates, that all goed man 

will ſeeke grace and inte it ; Let Achiropbels plot and councell 
| miſcheifs, let Sanballats mockegiet Reb/bekas raile 2n4 blaſpheme 
and ſeducers every day wax worle and werle, yet magra eſt ve 
ritus + prevalebit: the waycs of the wicked though for a time 
they may proſper,vet ricy {ſhall never be blcfled 


to reprove or revile, or derogate from any power, but onely to 


what I defire,If you. doubt of the truth of any thing, I hopeT am 
able to make all here good by taihfull and autkenticke Records, 
or Teſtimonie of ftich 3s are worihy of truſt, 


any but a friend ice itzitis fo rudly done, bur I dare ſay truly and 
faickivily. Thus prayuns eamnciily to God for a happy and 
ſp'evt cm oofure of theie wileravie elirations 2nd differences, 


Parts, 4 remain. 
/ It; 4 
J#} 2O1047o 
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decyees 1g inſt partiencar pariies being given threou wider con'our of generall laws © 
and oft 25 tim 's the Sracey 1101 knowthg themſe'uer whom they hurt 3 Ard therefur 


that thiſe clouds nay not rains downe on us another ſhoure of 


Sir, being infinitly obliged to you, and honouting you much * 
for your worth and excellent Parts, curioriy and beartuly,I have ©? 
written this in anſ{yyer to your demands, not intenting thereby } 


lay open that all the World may know hov7 far the jntrifted © 
Power will extend : and if this give you aty (atisfaction ,I have” © 


| pray x ou KceP it for your own ute. only; for I ſhould beloath +1 


Ceſirin; you trat at your leyfarc 30u would be pleaſed tolerme þ 
hca:e f:om ) oh, and chat YOU Would ind 13?@ the NCYWVES of cut | 


Your poore friexd and obliged Servant 
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